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Radar-Visual UFO Incident in Tunisia 


From: “What The Government Would Know About IJFOs if They Read Their Own Documents, Peter A. 
Gersten, J.D., MIJFON UFO Symposium. “Tunisian Incident.” Originating Agency Unknown, still 
classified, August 1976. The message is reproduced below: 


CONFIDENTIAL (Declassified) 0294 AIJG 76. 

SI MU: TUNISIAN UFO'S (C) 

I .(C) A VERY CONCERNED CHIEF OF MILITARY SECURI TY,, GENERAL 
BALMA, CALL DA IT AND ALIJSNA TO I IIS OFFICE AT 1100 IIOURS. 9 AUG 76. 
UALMA PROVIDED DA I F WI TH COPY OF MEMO HE NAD PREPARED FOR 
THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE LISTING UFO SIGHTINGS THAT HAVE BEEN 
OCCURRING OVER TUNISIA SINCE FIRST REPORTED THE NIGHT OF 3 AUG 
76. ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF MEMO PROVIDED FOR INFO QUOTE 
“SUBJECT: FLYING MACHINES. THE APPEARANCE OF UNEXPLAINED 
FLYING OBJECTS HAVE TAKEN PLACE AS FOLLOWS: DURING THE NIGHT 
OF 3-4 AUG 76 - AT 2325 1IRS THE PILOT OF TUNIS AIR FIT TU8953, 

ENROUTE FROM MONASTIR TO TUNIS REPORTED SIGHTING FLYING 
OBJECT AT 1000 TO 1200 METERS. GOING NORTH TO SOUTH. AT 2327 
I IOURS FIVE FLYING OBJECTS SHOWING RED AND GREEN POSITION 
LIGHTS WERE VISUALLY SIGI TI ED OVER MONASTIR AND CONFIRMED BY 
RADAR - AT 0024 I IRS TILL 0400 I IRS. FIVE SEPARATE RADAR RETURNS 
WERE TRACKED AND VISUALLY CONFIRMED. DURING THE NIGHT OF 4-5 
AUG 76, AN AIR FRANCE PILOT ENROU TE TO MONASTIR REPORTED BEING 
FOLLOWED BY AN AIRCRAFT AS I IE APPROACHED IDS DESCENT POINT TO 
MONASTIR FROM 2243 I IRS TO 2252 I IRS (LOCAL). DURING THE NIGHT OF 5- 
6 AUG 76, POLICE AT SOUKRA REPORTED SEEING WHAT SEEMED TO BE 
FOUR LIGIITED IIELOS AT 0020 I IRS. AT 0040, TWO REMAINED - AT 0115, 
ONE REMAINED FLYING VERY SLOWLY. ALL OBJECTS WERE GONE BY 
0145 HRS (LOCAL). THESE OBSERVATIONS NOT CONFIRMED BY RADAR. 
DURING THE NIGH T OF 7-8 AUG 76, AT 2348 THE CONTROL TOWER AT 
JERBA SIGHTED UNKNOWN TRAFFIC 7 KM NW OF AIRPORT. SIGHTING 
CONFIRMED BY TUNIS AIR PILO T, EL I 8321 ENROUTE TO JERBA FM PARIS. 
PILOT OF TUNIS AIR 717 
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APPROACHING JliR.UA AIRPORT REPORT LI) A I 1A INC, UUJEC'I .SHOWING 
ONE LIGHT SI IMlil) 10 1 OUCH DOW N NEAR Allll’OR I TIliiN TURN SUTII 
CLIMBING AS IT WENT, DISAPPEARING A i 412 HRS (LOCAL). DURING 
NIGHT OE 8-9 AUG 76 - AT 1950 I IRS LOCAL RADAR I RACKED UNKNOWN 
TRAFFIC THAT OVER FLEW SIDI AHMED AIRPORT AT BII.EKEE GOING EASE 
TO WEST THEN 37 KM W I S E OE THE BASE I URNED AND DISAPPEARED 
GOING SOUTH'* END QUOTE. 

2. (C) Till: TUNISIAN GOVliRNMIiN I IS VERY PUZZLED BY I 1 U SE 
SIGHTINGS AND WANTS TO KNOW IE SIX 11II 1/1 CAN SUED ANY LIGHT ON 
WHO OR W11 AT THEY MIGIE1 BE. 13 ALMA SHOWED RADAR PLOTS OE’ UEO 
TRACKS ON NIGHT OE 4 AUG 76 PEOTI ED ON Cl IARI. TRACKS C OME 
GENERALLY EM Nli OVER GULF OF TUNIS AND El IEN PROCEED TO SOU 111 
OF CITY, TURNING TO EASE AND WEST AND DISAPPEARING FROM RADAR 
SCREENS. BAI.MA AGREED TO CALL AEUSNA AT HOME 11 FURTHER 
SIGHTINGS WERE OBSERVED. NO REPORTED SIC,1I IINGS MADE NIGHTS OF 
9-10 AUG 76. 

3. (C) REQUEST ADVISE IF ANY UNUSUAL AC I IVI EV HAS BEEN NOTED 
IN VICINITY OF TUNISIAN COAST. BAEMA REPOR I S I IIA I VISUAL 
SIGHTINGS IE RED ABD GREEN POSEI luNS EIGHTS AND R ADAR SIGHTINGS 
HAVE BEEN MADE AND ON SOME OCCASIONS CORRESPOND WEED ONE 
ANOTHER. OBJECTS HAVE TRAVELLED AT HIGH SPEEDS (350KES), SEOW 
AND SEEMINGLY HOVERED BUT HAVE MADE: TO AUDIBLE SOUND. 
PHENOMENA COMPLETELY UNEXPLAINABLE I'M THIS END. ANY ASSIS E 
OR IDEAS WILL BE APPRECIATED. AMB CONCURS. 

GDS31 DEC 82. 
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